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READER 


T has, too long, been a general, though abjurd 
Opinion, that all the Works of Providence we 
fee around Us, were created only for the Ufeof Man. 
Ignorance and Pride, which firft began, have fince 
continued this Miftake; and, being imbibed in Child- 
hood, the early Prejudice of Education has given it 
fuch Authority, that to doubt its Truth, will, by 
many, be accounted high Imptety; tho the quite con- 
trary, to any one who dares reflect, is fo extremely 
plain, that little more is neceffary than to look about 
us and be convinced. 


I am not for difplacing Man from bis proper De- 
gree in the eternal Scale of Beings. He ts, without 
— difpute, the firft upon this Globe: fuperior Reafon 
making him fuperior to every other Creature Lere. 
But this Globe ztfelf is fo inconfiderable, fo near to 
Nothing compared with the Grand Univerfe, that to 
| befwelled with this finall Pre-eminence, and fancy bim- 
4 fff therefore the Lord of the whole Creation, 1s n9 
oe A 3 | lei 
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lefs ridiculous than 1t would be for the puny Inbabitant 
of an Ant-Hill, to firut about, and boaft that all 
the Earth was made for him alone. - 

As Self-Love is the inborn Principle of Mankind, : 
fo is Pride, its firft-begotten, thetr general Pafi 10M. 
No one hives without it : even the Beggar in bts Rags’ 
imagines himfelf of Confequence. ‘Nor is this Paffia on 
ufelefs, or to be blamed, but when it over-/tretches 
much beyond the Bounds of Reafon: for the Mindis 
hereby excited to emulate and rife above its Fellows, 
fo gain and to deferve Efteem. The Love and the 
Refpect of Others are the juft as well.as the wifbed 
_ Reward of every good Aétion : but, without this 

_ Pafion, they both would be difregarded, and we fhould 
want the frongeft Motive to encourage Us onward in 
the Purfuit of Vertue.--In fhort,;Man has a Poft 
affign’d him in, the Creation, and that no ignoble one: 
he 1s of Confequence, and aught to believe himfelf fo: 
but, to fancy the Whole was defign’d for him alone, is 
no better than downright Madnefs. 
I thought the readieft way to check this Fol! , would 
to fketch out a Plan of the Univerfe ; that, by con- 
| ys ing the Grandeur of the Whole, Man might 
- be made fenfi ible of his own Littlenefs and Infi igmificance, : 
except in the very Place be jfiands. HG he views the 


Heavens, 
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Heavens, and confiders their Immenfity, the Number, 
the Diftance, the Largenefs and the Brightnefs of the 
Orbs which roll about him, cana Man be then fovain 
to cry, all thefe are his? or, if he looks at home, and 
furveys the Earth, flored with innumerable Species of 
Animals, all formed with exquifite Beauty and Ex- 
attne/s, and fupplied with every Requifite to make them 
rejoice in their Exiftence ; will there not appear fome 
better Reafon for all this, than meerly to fupply his | 
Luxury, and give him Subjects whereon to exercife bis 
Power ?--Do not the Infect Kinds, formed in the uit 
moft Perfection, (the greateft part of which are to his 
naked Tnye invifible, and almoft all of them ufelefs to 
him,) plainly fay, they were not made for him ?--- 
How Iittle either of the Heavens or of the Earth is he» . 
acquainted with ! and how imperfeét is his Knowledge 
even of that Little which he thinks he knows! 
Mean and ridiculous is that Idea of the Derry 
which limits bis Care to Man: but bow muft the 
‘Soul be filled with Amazement, and Love, and Ado- 
ration, that confiders him as the impartial Parent of 
the whole Univerfe, and equally extending his Bene- 
ficence to every One of all his Creatures, according to 
the Rank it bears. The primary Intent of the 
Almighty in the exiftence of every Being muft have been 
s fa 
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ta make it happy, and the Relation in which it ftands 
_ taevery other Creature is only fuch as is moft conducive 
towards the Felicity of the Whole. Every Individual 
was made principally far its own Sake, the meaneft 


\ Infect aswell as.the proudeft Monarch. We all ion 
Fellow—Creatures. 


_ The fallowing Piece isa Hint only of what I. ug 7 
would be a noble Subjet for a larger Poem; and if 
thereby fome able Genius may be excited to undertake 
2f) my Pains have been well befowed. In the mean 
while, F bope this Sketch may not be intirely ufelefs, 
to fet forth the Oninipotence, Wi ifdom, and ree 
of the Creator, by a general View of bis Works; ¢ 

| sway Lthought moft likely to curb the Pride of asl 
 Thave advanced Nothing but what the Difcoveries 
of the Learned have made moft reafonable to believe. 
The Notes fubjoin’ ‘d will, I hope, bath vindicate me 
a entertain my Readers. hae 
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fh Works, Eternal PowER by aes 


fhe fings ! 
The Mujfe attempts, and tunes the Ruinding Strings: 
To Heav’n and Fhee her Adoration raife, 


And form the Song devoted to thy Praife! 


Around thy Throne, the Creatures of thy Hand | 
picts immortal, rane’d in Order ftand, 
Attend thy Nod, fulfl thine high Command :—., 
And what is Ma N, who dares difpute thy Sway ? 
_Acrawling Worm! an Infect of a Day! 

. ? b.s car Vain 
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Vain Wretch! toward Heav’n direct thy wond’ring 
Eyes: 

Behold the Sun, array’d with Glory, rife. 

Night and her gloomy Train before him fly: 

His Race begins: He blazes chroush the Sky. 

Oceans of Light he pours upon the Plains, 

“And forth to Labour calls the jovial Swains. — 

All Nature fmiles, rejoycing in his Beams : 

The Fith {kim, {pottive, o'er the gilded Sram 

The feather’d Kinds their Morning Anthem om 

- And foar aloft, exulting on the Wing: 

Their tow’ring Tops the waving Forefts fhew, 

The Meadows clitter, fpangl’d o’er with Dew : 

The op’ning Flowers their various Dyes difplay, 


Perfume the Skies, set welcome in the Day. 


Again obferve him tn his Noon-tide Hour : ; 
| Learn thy own Wellies: cand his mighty Pow’r. 
When all the Cattle panting leave the Plain, 
And feek the fhades, canft thou his Heat {atisin 
3 Does 
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- Does he not make thy very Marrow fry? 

Canft Thou behold him with a ftedfaft Eye? 

Why doft thou turn and hide Thee from his Sight ? 
i Is he, indeed, unfufferably bright? 

Think then, How glorious muft that Pow’r be 

- Whofe Hand has form’d ten thoufand fuch ashe! ~ 


See, fe the Weft, he downward bends his Way, © 
! Looks kindly back and gives a milder Ray : 
The Clouds around him, beauteous to behold, 

- Blufh with Carnation Streaks, and flame with Gold. 
“Home from the Fields the hungry Swains repair : 
The whift’ling Shepherd folds his bleating Care: - 7 
The Birds, in Couples, feek the gloomy Groves, 
_ And droop their Heads, forgetful of their Loves : 

_ The Bat in wanton Circles flutters round : 
The fparkling Glow-worm glitters on the Ground : 
Night draws her fable Curtains o’er the Plain, 
_ And Silence re-aflumes her awful Reign, 
Ba : Sleep 
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Sleep over all expands her filky Wings, 
_ Care finds Repofe, recruited Vigour fprings, 


Now Eaftward turn: lo, thence ferenely bright, 
The full-orb’d Moon diffufes Silver Lights 


--. In folemn State begins her filent Round : 


The lengthen’d Shadows tremble on the Ground’ t 
From the cool Skies the balmy Dew diftills: 
‘The Meads rejoyce: the waving Harvett fills, 
Onward the leads along her fparkling Train, 

In order marfhall’d, o’er the azure Plains 
; On Earth, benign, beftows her borrow’d Ray, 
Difpels the Gloom and emulates the Day. 
The Nightingale from every Thicket fings 
_ And tow’rd fome Groat the QwIl direéts her flagging 
Wings, : 


Obferve, obedient to their Maker’s Pow’r, _ 
Both Sun and Moon know their appointed. Hour 
| Where 
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‘Where he commands their glorious Light difpence, 


And as he wills exert their Influence, 


_ Along the Skies the Sun aehauely rolls, 
Forfakes, by turns, and vifits both the Poles, 
 Diff’rent his Track, but conftant his Career, | 
Divides the Times, and meafures out the Year, 
To Climes returns where freezing Winter reigns, 
Unbinds the Glebe, and fruétifies the Plains. 
The crackling Ice diffolves : the Rivers flow : 
Vines crown the Mountain Tops, and.Corn the Vales — 


below, 


When he appoints, the horned Moon reneeyn’ 
Her waining Light, and her whole Vilage fhews: 
Fulfils her Courfe in Circles yet unknown, 

- And cheers Mankind with Luftre not her own.— 
/ Pale Terror flies before her friendly Ray, 
_ The Traveller, benighted, finds his Way : 

pa | Her 
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Her deftin’d Rule o’er Ocean fhe prefides, 
And pours upon the Shores the lagging Tides. 


Come forth, O Man, yon azure Round furvey, 
And view thofe Lamps which yield eternal Day. — 
Bring forth thy Glaffes : clear thy wond’ring Eyes: } 


Millions beyond the former Millions rife: 


w 


Look farther :—Millions more blaze from remo- 


ter Skies. | ; ae 


And canft thou think, poor Worm! thefe Orbs} 
of Light, 


In Size, immenfe, in Number, infinite, 


Were made for Thee alone to twinkle to thy Sight Si, 
Prefamptuous Mortal! can thy Nerves defery 

How far from each they roll, from Thee how high? 
With all thy boafted Knowledge canft thou fee: ~ 


_ Their various Beauty, Order, Harmony? 


Ifnot, — then fure they were not made for Thee._) 


What 


. TRUNIVERSE. ~ 
What is this Ear TH, of whichthou art fo proud P 


Loft and unknown, in the more glorious Crowd, 


A Point it fcarce appears. 


The reft their Courfes-have, 


-+-E’er it begun 5 


And fhall, when it’s no more, for endlefs Ages run. 
| Corre&t 


+ That this Globe whereon we live, hath, in its prefent State, 
exifted but fome few thoufand Years, both Seripture and Reafon 
fufhiciently evince: This we may learn from the flow Progrefs 
of Arts and Sciences, from its not yet being fully inhabited, from 
all Hiffory and Monuments of ANTIQUITY whatfoever, and 
from the frefh Remembrance we ftill have of the Golden Age or 
firft State. of Nature; which appears fo much plainer as we 
defcend to the more early Writers, that we can almoft trace 
out its Origine. But, on the other Hand, we have no Reafon 
to imagine all the other Orbs around us to be of fo late a Date ; 
for fuppofing the Sun and Planets in this our Sy/fem, to have 
been difpofed in their prefent Order, or created all at the fame 
‘Time, (which is the moft can juftly be contended for) what 
Inference can we bring from hence, that all the other heavenly 
Bodies muft have been fo too? Bodies fo remote from. this 
Farth of ours, that wecan neither reach them with our Eye 
nor our Imagination, and which can no more be influenced by 
our Globe, than a Man at Rome can be joftled by one at London : 
And we might as well maintain, that all the People now living 
were born-at the fame Minute, as that the whole Univerfe was 
created at the fame Time.- This erroneous Opinion proceeds 
from the Vanity of Mankind, in imagining thefe innumerable _ 
-immenfe Bodies to have taken their Beginning, only to fill up 
the Train of Attendants on our earthly Spot ; and that the 
foie Defign of their Creation was to be of ufe to Us, whereas 
the leaft Confideration may ferve to prove how very few are 
to Us of any ufeatall. i 7 

Our Glaffes difcover innumerable more Stars than we can 
. difcern with the naked Eye ;. and ftill the better our Gia/fes are, 
the more we find out, lying beyond the other, and fo on, for any 
‘ | thing | 
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Correct thy awkard Pride, be wife, and know 
Thofe glitt’ring Specks Thou fearce difeern’ft below, - 
Are founts sf Day, ftupendious Orbs of Light, 
‘Thus, by their Diftance, leffen’d to thy Sight. 

ns oO an 


thing we know, itidefinitely and inexhauftably. From whence 
then this vain Opinion of our felves ? May we not more juftly - 
fuppofe thefe glorious Orbs, inhabited by thofe numberlefs Or- 
ders of more glorious Beings which are betwixt Us and our 
Creator ? (For furely, there are more Gradations, more Rank} 
of Beings betwixt Us and God Almighty, than there are be- 
twixt Us and the meaneft Ju/eé? we know ;) and as we cannot, 
with any fhew of Reafon, imagine all thefe glorious Beings 
were created at the fame Time with our felves, neither can we 
believe their Hadrtations to have been. formed at the fame Time 
with this of ours; but by a Parity of Reafon mutt fuppofe them 
‘to have been created as long before our World as thefe other | 
Beings have exifted before Mankind. | es 
Moses in his Account of the Creation (GENEsIs Chap. 7. _ 

verfe 16. God made two Lights: the greater Light to rule the 
Day, and the leffer light to rule the Night,) feems to imply as 
much: for he is here defcribing whatever was created at the 
fame Time with this Hart) of ours, and the two great Lights 
here mentioned, can only relate to this folar Sy/tem, finee they 
are fat from being Great, if conlidered with the other Stars : 
for the Sun itfelf, if not lefs, is no bigger certainly than many 
of the fixed Stars ; and a very fmall Knowledge in Aftronomy — 
will convince any one, that the AZo is lefs, without Com- 
parifon, than any fixt Star difcovered by the naked Eye. As to 
his fubjoyning, He made the Stars al/o: it indeed attefts God 
to be the Creator of all Things, but feems, at the fame time, | 
to infinuate their former Creation ; as if he had faid, After 
this manner God created the Earth, and made two great Lights 
to give Light unto ir, even the fame God who had created the 
Stars, And in the 17th and 18th eres, where it is faid, God 
fet them inthe Firmament of Heaven, to give Light upon the 
| ' Earth, 


\ 
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Now, if Thou canft the mighty Thought fuftain, 
If it not akes thy Soul, and racks thy Brain, 
Conceive each Star Thou feett another SUN, 
In Bulk, and Form, ha Subftance like anifle own. 
Here paufe, and wonder! — then refleét again. 
Almighty Wifdom nothing makes in vain: 
The fmalleft Fly, the meaneft Weed we find, 
In its Creation had fome Ute affign’d, : 
: Effential to its Being, ftill the fame, 


Co-eval, co-exiftent with its Frame. 7 
C nahe With 


Earth, and to rule over the Day and cver the Night, and to 
dicitle the Light from the Darknefs: ttill is meant only the ' 
Sun and Adoon, as may be learnt from.Verfe the 14th, And God 
faid, let thiete be Lights in the Firmament of the Heavens, to. 
divide the Day frem ‘the N ight : and let them be for Signs, and 
for Seafons, and for Days ‘and for Years which every body 
muft acknowledge can be meant of nothing elfe but the Sux 
and Moon, fince they alone are the Caufes of thefe Divifions ; ; 
fo that, Gov made the Stars alfa, ferves indeed to remind Us 
of his being the Creator of all Things, but can never imply, 
that the Whole Univerfe was created, or difpofed of in its 
prefent Order at that fame Time. 

That there are frequent Changes, and perhaps new Grime finn 
amoneft the Celeftial Bodies, is morethan probable, from the - 
Difappearing of feveral Stars, and the new Appearance of 
others, which have been obferved in different Parts of the 
_ Heaven, almoft in every Age; and if we may have leave to 


guefs, were old Werlds deftroyed | in fome Places, and new Ones ©: 


created in others, 
ys Se 
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_ And can thofe everlafting Founts of Light, 
Bodies immenfely vatt ! divinely bright ! 

Serve for no End at all > —-or, but to blaze 
Through empty Space, and ufelefs {pend their Rays? 
Confult with Reason. Reason willreply, 

* Each lucid Point which glows in yonder Sky, | 
Informs a Syftem in the boundlefs Space, 


And fills, with Glory, its appointed Place: 
| - With 


_ Since then this Orb, (withall the Planets of our Sy/fem) was 
created much later than many of the other Heavenly Bodies, 
we have no Reafon to believe the reft fhall partake of all the 
— Revolutions it muft undergo. Whatever fhall become of it, 
(for that it muft change its prefent Appearance, the very Na- 
ture of Things does clearly evince) the reft will ftill roll on in 
their appointed Courfes, till the fame Gon, in his allotted 
Time, fhall make them alfo undergo Changes appointed for them. 
* Thateach fixed Star we fee isa Sun, round which a Set of P/a- 
nets take their regular Cour/es, and are from thence enlighten’d, 
as thofe of our Sy/fem are by our Sun, isan Opinion now fo 
generally agreed to by the learned World, that it is almoft need- 
lefs to endeavour its Defence. They fhine by their own Light ’tis 
certain: fince ’tis not poffible the Light of the Sux fhould be fent 
to them, and tranfmitted again to Us. For the Sun’s Rays would 
be fo diffipated, before they reached fuch remote Objects, that the 
beft Eyes in the World could not thereby difcover them. We fee, 
. for all his Bulk, how faintly Saturn fhinesin refpect of the fixed 
Stars ; and yet his Diftance from the Sux is but a Point compar’d © 
with that of the neareft of them. Their Diftance is foimmenfe, 
that the beft Telefcopes fhew them but as meer Points, inftead of 
magnifying them, as they do any Objects within a meafurable 


Diftance, how great foever. Mr. Huygens computes, thatthe Sun’s. 
| Diftance — 
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With Beams, unborrow’'d, brightens other Skies, 
- And Worlds, to Thee unknown, with Heat and 
Life fupplies. 

Heed well this Orb, where Fate has fix’d thy Lot: 
Seeft Thou one ufelefs or one empty Spot? 
Obferve, the Air, the Waters, and the Earth, 
Each Moment give ten thoufand Creatures birth. 
Here, ev’ry Place, fo far from lying wafte, — 
With Life is crouded, and with Beauty grac’d: 

_ Nor can thofe other Worlds, unknown by Thee, 
Lefs ftor’d with Creatures, or with Beauty, be. 
_ For Gop 1s uniform in all his Ways, 
And every where his boundlefs Pow’r difplays : 
His Goodnefs fills immenfurable Space, 
- Reftrain’d by Time, nor limited to Place : 

me ee Le His 
Diftance from the Earth, to the Diftance of the neareft fixed Stars 
_ isas 1 to 27664: according to which, the neareft fixed Star iS 
diftant from Us, at leaft, 2,404,520,928,000 Miles. A Cannon 
Ball would fpend almoft 700,000 Years in pafling through this. 
Space, even with the fame Velocity it goes from the Cannon’s 
Mouth. . 

Then, fince the fixed Stars are at fuch immenfe Diftances, and 
fhine by their own Light, ’tis plain they muft be Bodies like our 


_ Sun in Size and Glory. Nor are they all placed in one concave 
‘ Surface 
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His Wifdom form’d great Nature’s mighty Frame, 


And rules by Laws eternally the fame. 


Where’snow thyPride, which, lately dar’dto fay, _ 
The Srars were only made to light thy Way, 
And all the Universe thy Pleafure to obey? ( 
What impious Madnefs urg’d Thee on to call 
Thy felf the foleand fov’reign Lorn of all? 
If fuch Thou art, let fome plain Proof be fhown, 
And make thine Empire o’er thy Vaffals known. ‘ 
Bid the Sun fhine; command the Winds to ceafe ; 
‘Make the Rains fall: or chide the Seas to peace. — 
What! are thefe deaf? —once moreexert thy Sway; 
Try which of all thy Subjects will obey; | 
Enjoin the Tyger to refrain from Blood, 
Or bid the Crocodile provide thy Food. 
Thefe know their King, Serbs pe, and will comply.-+ 
Hail, mighty Lord!——what! does the Monarch 
fly ? Un-. 
Surface of the fame Sphere, and equally diftant from Us; but 
fpread cvery where through the indefinite Expanje, and as far from 


one another as this Suz of Our’s is from the neareft of Eb 
| vv Cre. 
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Unhappy Prince! whofe impotent Command, 
The meaneft of thy Vaflals dares withftand, 

‘And wreft the Sceptre from thy feeble Hand. 
_. Berne of Bernos! Self-exifting OnE! 
Eternal First! fupreme! Pes thy Throne | 
_ O bend my Soul with Adoration down! 
Whilft, all amaz’d, thy Wonders I furvey, - 


Grant me to learn thy Will, and what thou will’ t 


obey! | . 
_ Nor grievous is the Tafk’: for fil we find 

Man’s Happinefs is with his Duty join’d, 

_And for Rebellion only Wretchednedfs affign’d. : 
Nor are thy Laws perplext, (as fome have taught, 
With Vanity poffefs’d, and void of Thought, ) 

_ But plain andeafy. Thou, all-wife and good, 


Could’ft ne’er command what can’t be underftood: 


Like fome mad Tyrant, of his Power proud, 


~ Who joys to punifh, and delights in Blood.——— 
t f Much 


_ Were we removed from the Sum as weare from the fixed Stars, 

the Sunand Stars would feem alike: Our Planets would not be 

feen a: all, their Light being much too weak to affe@ Us at fuch’ 
. a 
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Much diff’rent are the Maxims of thy Reign: 
Not one, of all thy Creatures, can complain : 
Almighty tho’ Thou art, thy Pow’r is fhown 
| By infinite Beneficence alone, 


And Mercy fits, triumphant, on thy Throne. 


From ev'ry Coaft there lesa Road to Heaven, 
And thou to Alla faithful Guide haft giv’n, 
A fafe Director to point out the Way, 
Whom, while they follow, none can ever ftray. 
* Hail, facred Reason! glorious! and divine!. 
Bulwark eternal of Religion’s Shrine! 
Truth’s firmeft Friend! but Supetftition’s Foe! 
"To whom our whole of Happinef we owe}. 
What thou command’ft, O! let me ftill obey : 2 
And joyous follow, where thou lead’ft the Way! 
Sprung from the Earth, a Creature proud and vain, 
Man ftruts his Time, then finks to Earth again. 
Though 


a Diftance, and all their Orbits would be united in one fingle 
Point. Hence a Speétator who is near any one Sur, will only 
Joek upon that as a real Sun, and the reft but as fo many glit- - 
tering, Stars fixed in his own Heaven or Firmament. 
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: Though all around ten thoufand Wonders rife, ) 
Or Pleafure cafts a Mift before’ his Eyes, 

Or Cares of Wealth his groveling Soul employ, 

_ Or wild Ambition is his darling Joy, 

While God’s amazing Works unheeded pafs, 
Like Images that fleet eae a Ghat. 


Unwife! and thoughtle{s! impotent! and blind! 
Can Wealth, or Grandeur, fatisfy the Mind? | 
Of all thofe Bleshares Mortals moft admire, 

Is there one Joy fincere, that will not. ‘aes 
Can Love it felf endiite? or Beauty’s Charms 
Afford that Blifs we fancy in its Arms? ——-) 
Then, let thy Soul, more glorious Aims purfue: 
Have thy Creator and his Works in view : 
Be thefe thy Study: hence thy Pleafures bring; 
And anne large Draughts of Wifdom from it’s Spring: 
That Spring, whence perfect Joy, and calm Repofe, 
And bleft Content, and Peace eternal flows. 

val | Obferve | 
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_ Obferve how regular the PLaneTs run, 
In_ftated Times, thei Courfes round the Sun. " 
- Diff’rent their Bulk, their Diftance, their Career} 
And diffrent much the Compafs of their Year’: 
Yet, All, the fame eternal Laws obey, | 


While God’s unerring Finger points their Way. 


 Firft Mercury, amidtt full tides of Light, 

Rolls next the Sun, through his {mall Circle bright. 

All that dwell hae: mutt be refin’d and pure: 
Bodies like ours fuch Ardour can’t endure: 

Our EARTH would blaze beneath fo fierce a Ray, f 


And or Marble Mountains melt away. 


Fair Venus, next, fulfils her larger Round, 
- With fofter Beams, and milder Glory crown’d, 
_ Friendto Mankind, fhe glitters from a-far, 


Now the bright Ev’ning, now the Morning Star, 


More. 
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More diftant ftill, our ee comes rolling on, 
And forms a wider Circle round hi Sun : 3 
With her the Moon, Companion ever dear! 


Her courfe attending through the fhining Year. 


See, Mars, alone, runs his appointed Race, 
And meafures out, exact, the deftin’d Space: 
- Nor nearer does he wind, nor farther ftray, 


But finds the Point whence firft he roll’d away. 


More yet remote from Day’s all-cheering Source, 
Vaft JuPprITeER performs his conftant Courfe : , : 
Four friendly Moons, with borrow’d Luftre, rife, 


_ Beftow their Beams, benign, and light his Skies. 


Fartheft and laft, fcarce warm’d by Phebus’ Ray, 
' Through his vaft Orbit SaruRN wheels away. 
_ How great the Change, could we be wafted there! 


How flow the Seafons! and how long the Year! 


D One 
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One Moon, on Us, reflects its cheerful Light: 
There, five Attendants, brighten up the Night. 
Here, the blue Firmament bedeck’d with Stars, ~ 
There, over-head, a lucid Arch appears. 
From hence, how large, how {trong the Sun’s 
bright Ball! : 
But feen from thence, how languid and how fimall!— 
When tite keen North with all its Fury blows, 
Congeals the Floods, and forms the fleecy Snows, — 
*Tis Heat intenfe to what can there be known: ” 


Warmer our Poles than is its burning Zone. 


Who, there inhabit, muft have other Pow’rs, 
iron and Veins, and Senfe, and Life than Ours, 
One Moment’s Cold, like their’s, would pierce the : 

- Bone, 


Freeze the Heart-Blood, heh turn Us all to Ston <q 
Strange and amazing muft the Diff’rence be, | 


*Twixt this dull Planet and bright Mercury : 
ie ) Set 
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Yet Reafon fays, nor can we doubt at all ; : 
Millions of Beings dwell on either Ball, 


With Conttitutions fitted for that Spot, 
| Where Providence, all-wife, has fix’d their Lot. 


Wond’rous art Thou, O God, in all thy Ways!) 
_ Their Eyes to Thee let all thy Creatures raife ; 
Adore thy Grandeur, and thy Goodnefs praife. — 


Ye Sons of Men! with Satisfaction know, 
God’s own Right-Hand difpenfes all below : 
- Nor Good nor Evil does by chance befall ; 


He reigns fupreme, and he directs it all. 


At his Command, affrighting Human-kind, 
Comets drag on their blazing Lengths behind: 
Nor, as We think, He they at random rove, 

But, in determin’d Times, though long Ellipfes move, 
And tho’ fometimes they near approach the Sun, 
Sometimes beyond our Sy/fem’s Orbit run, 

| D 2 Throughout 
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_ Throughout their Race they act their Maker’s Will, 
His Pow’r declare, his Purpofes fulfil, ° 


Tis He alone fuftains ehis ae in Air : 
Its Creatures breathe by his paternal Care: 
His Goodnefs' does their daily Food fupply, 
And if he but with-holds his Hand, they die. | 
Tis he within.due Bounds the Floods reftrains : 
He {wellsthe Brooks which murmur o’er the Plains, 


And from the Wroitaeaths pours the feafonable Rains, 


He gives the Word: the bluft’ring Winds arife : : ‘. 
On Billows Billows mounted ftorm the Skies, 
The foaming Surges rage along the Shores, 
For Help, in vain! the Mariner implores: =~ 
Seas urg’d by Seas with houndle& fury roll, © 
And Oceans Oceans drive frony Pole to Pole. > 
But at his Nod the roaring Tempefts ceafe, 


And all the warring Elements have Peace : | 


Ocean, — 
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Ocean, fubmiffive, fmooths her furrow’d Face, 


And each fubfiding Wave finds its appointed Place, - 


By him the Seafons change, the Vapours rife, 
_ The Dews defcend, and Thunders rend the Skies ; 
He bids the Lightning give the fatal Stroke, 
Burn up the Fields, or rive thé knobbed Oak. 
_ With feather’d Snows he whitens all the Plains, 
| And fends the Frofts to bind the Floods in Chains. 
By him the Groves renew their fallen Leaves: 
By him the joyful Hind binds up the Golden Sheaves. 
"Tis He with juicy Clufters loads the Vine, 
And gives the Prefs to over-flow with Wine. 
From him the FLow’rs receive their beauteous Dyes, 
| From him with vatious Odours fill the Skies : 
He with vermilion Bluthes paints the Rofe, y 
He the Carnation’s Elegance beftows, > 
Its glittering White to him the Lilly owes. ¢ 
_.’T was he firft ting’d the Violet with Blue, 
- And all its Glories on the Tulip drew. 

: : Behold 
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Behold the Foreft T REES, a beauteous Scene! 
Diff ’rent their Structure, ONS is their Green: 
Thegraceful Pine, the princely Cedar rife, 

Proud Sons of Earth! and lift them-to the Sieg 
In colder Climes, their ftately Heads as high, 
Fierce Winter Storms the ftubborn Oaks defy ; 
With Loads of Acorns over-{pread the Ground, i 
And fee sheir Offspring rifing wide around. 

ehold their leafy Ops. how fair they fhow ! 
Know’it thou the Laws whereby their Juices flow . 
Upward ’gainft Nature’s Courfe? What Pipes convey 
Thofe gen’rous Streams which make them frefh and | 

gay ? Bi 

Does this feem {trange?-- much ftranger yet remains. 
Nothing brings forth but what itfelf contains : ° 
"Tis Nature’s conftant Law that ev’ry Thing 
From Parents like itfelf, in order, {pring ; 
She no {pontaneous Produétion knows, 

- But Life; in regular Progreffions, flows. 
| | Each 
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Each Seed includes a Plant: that Plant, again, 


- Has other Seeds which other Plants contain : 


Thofe other Plants have all their Seeds, and Thofe 


More Plants again, fucceflively, inclofe, 


Thus, ev’ry fingle Berry that we find, 
Has, really, in itfelf whole F orefts of its Kind. 
«ee and Wealth one Acorn may difpenfe, 
By Fleets.to faila thoufand Ages hence. 
Each Myrtle Seed includes a thoufand Groves, 
Where future Bards may warble forth their Loves, 
Thus ApAm’s Loins contain’d his large Pofterity, 
All People that have been, and all that e’er fhall be. 


: | Amazing Thought! what Mortal can conceive 
Such wond’rous Smallnefs >—— Yet, we mutt believe. 
What Reason tells: for Re Ason’s piercing Eye 


Pifcerns thofe Truths our Senfes can’t defcry. 


From 
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From Things inanimate withdraw thine Eyes, : 
For, wide around Thee, living Wonders lie 

The various Kinds which cut the briny Main, 

The Forefts range, or grafe upon the Plain, 
The feather’d Tribes which fly from Land to Land, | 


And Infecéts, num’rous as the Grains a Sand, 


All thefe declare from whence their Being came, > 
Their Maker’s Goodnefs and his Pow’r proclaim, 
And call Thee forth, with them, to praife ee 

For every Creature does his Bounty thare, 


¥ hough Man pretends that He has all his Care. 


Gop gives the Strength whereby the Lron reigns, 
And drives the Torrent boiling through his Veins, 
When with his Roar the Defart echoes round, | 
And trembling Beafts affrighted hear the Sound, : 
He gives the Voice: —— his raging Thi fapplics ; 
eee with fufficient Food his Hunger fatishies, 


As 


Se ae 
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As Light’ning|{wift, and panting for the Courfe, 
; With Iron Sinews he has arm’d the Horse 
Hark! from a-far the Trumpet’s fprightly found‘ 
~ His reftlefs Hoofs, impatient, fpurn the Bisinds 
He fnorts: he foams: Fire flafhes from his Byes 
And fein his Noftrils curling Volumes rife. 
Furious, he grafps the Diftance in his Mind, 
Bounds crofsthe Plains, and leaves the Winds behind : 
Headlong o’er all he drives: devoid of Fear, 
Mocks at the brandith’d Sword, and fcorns the | 


lengthen’d Spear, | 


He gives the tow’ring Eacyz Wings to rife, 
High o’er the Clouds, to pure etherial Skies. | 
| Aloft, on craggy Cliffs, fhe builds her Nett, 
Secure from Foes, with endlefs Quiet blett. 
Unheard the Surges break upon the Shores, 
Aya all below, unheard, the raging Tempeft roars, 
Hence, wide around, her piercing Eyes furvey, 
And far beneath mark out the deftin’d Prey: 

E : 7 The 
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The red-hot Bolt which {plits the fturdy Oak, 
‘Scarce flies more {wift, or gives a furer Stroke. 
‘Her Young are feafted with the reeking Food, 
And early learn to gorge ellenfulveswich Blood : 
Their Noftrils fnuff the Battle from a-far, 

And they ftill bend their Flight to where the iaughes : 


 ter’d are, 


Tis he beftows, delightful to behold, 
The Pe acocx’s Plumes, -out-fhining Lsasitcs Gold, 
Lo! on the Ground with Scorn He feems to tread, 
The various Glory waving o’er his Head. 
Ambitious to be feen, with ftately Pace, 

He ftalks, exulting, on the higheft Pigte: 
Proudly he fpreads his Plumes soatane the Sun, 
| Difdaining by its Beams to be outdone : , 

| Green, azure, gold, his dazling Train diplays, 


Each Star emits a elitt’ ring Stream of Rays, 


Andall flame forth around with one refulgent Blaze. i) 


Obferye 
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Obferve the * CrocopiLx’s amazing Length, 
His Form affrighting, and his mighty Strength, 
With Scales of Brats encompafs’d all around, =~ 
From him the rattling Javelins rebound, | 
Broken their Points, but guiltlefs of a Wound, 
Like op’ning Gates his threat’ning Jaws divide, 


With Rows wf Teeth like Spears on either Side 
EB 2 In 


* ThisCreature being little known, perhaps a Peenguon of 
it, may not only give light to the poetical part, but alfo in 
itfelf afford fome Amufement to the Reader : and therefore I have 
fubjoined fuch a one, as I could colle& from the béft Writers. 

It is a Creature living both by Land and Water, which from 
an Egg (not a great deal bigger than a Turkey’s) arrives fome- 

times to eight. or ten Yards in Length : for whereas other 
Creatures bave a certain Period-to their Growth ; this (as ’tis 
faid) ftill grows bigger to the End of it’s Life; which is reported 
to laft 100 Years. Its Head is flat above and below, with 
Jaws wide enough to fwallow a Man whole, afharp long Snout, 
full of Teeth, but no Tongue: the Eyes very large, ard of a 
darkifh sib yn The Body all of a Bignefs, covered on the 
‘Back with high Scales like the Heads of broad Nails, of a 
greenifh Colour, and fo bard, an Halbert cannot pierce them. 
Its Tail is jong, and cover’d with fuch Scales as the Back; its 
Belly white, and pretty tender, being the only Place where it can 
eafily be wounded. It has four fhort Legs, with fivé Claws on 
its fore, and four on its hinder Feet, Contrary to all Creatures 
(except the Hippopotamus) It moves only the upper ‘Jaw in eat- 
- ing. Its -Flefh is not poifonous, but inipid. It isa very rave- 
nous and fubtile Creature, hiding itfelf in the Sands, and behind 
the projecting Banks of Rivers, to watch the Beafts coming to 
drink, and when any comes within its reach, rathes with it in- 
to the Water, arid holds it down’till it is ftrangl ed. The only . 
way to efcape their Purfuit, > is by flying in Circles, for their 
Body: being of a vaft Length, requires fome time to'turn about § 
but direetly forward they can run with great Swiftnels. Their 
Weeping is a Fable. It lavs its Eggs in ‘the Sand to as hatched 
by the Sun’s Heat. 


s 
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In Ambuth on the River’s Bank he lies, 
Thirfting for Blood: around he rolls his Eyes, Be 
With Hunger pain’d: ——What can his Fury ftay? 
Dreadful he st a up, and rufhes on the Prey. 
While yet an fee: and cover’d o’er with sade 
His Parents left him, helplefs on the Strand, 
What Pow’r, but God’s alone, could give him Birth, 


And raife the Monfter crawling from the Earth? 


‘The WuALE to Him owes that enormous Size, 
Which makes the Seas in foaming Mountains alee 
Urg’d on by him the Billows brave the Shore, 
And from his Jaws ejected Rivers pour. 

With his wide Tail he drives the Ocean round, 

Whilft hollow Rocks reverberate the Sound. 

High o’er the Floods in State he proudly rides, 

And with his Bulk beats back the flowing Tides: 

Not him the roaring Hurricane affrights ; 

‘He in the Tempeft plays, and in the Storm delights 
Whate’er 
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Whate’er we find around, may juftly raife 
Our Admiration, and command our Praife: 
Perfection and furprizing Beauty fhine, 
And light our Reafon to an Hand divine: 
Their mighty Maker’ s over-ruling Care; . 
Witdom, and Power, his Creatures all declare, : 


Or great, or {mall they be, in Water, Earth, or Air. 


See, to the Sun the BuTTERFLY difplays 
It’s glitt’ring Wings, and wantons in his Rays: 
In Life exulting, o’er the Meadows flies, 
Sips from each Flow’r, and breathes the vernal Skies, 
Its fplendid Plumes, in graceful Order, fhow 
The various Glories of the painted Bow. 
~ Where Love direéts, a Libertine, it roves, 


And courtsthe Fair Ones through the verdant Groves, 


How Glorious now! how chang’dfinceY efterday !* 


When on the Ground, a crawling Worm it lay, 
Where ev’ry Foot might tread its Soul away. ¢ 
Who. 
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Who rais’d it thence? and bid it range the Skies? 


Gave its rich Plumage, and its brilliant Dyes? 


"Twas Gop ; 
and He 
In this thy F ellow-Creature let’s Thee fee, 


The wond’rous Change which isordain’d for Thee. } 


Thou too fhalt leave thy reptile Form behind, } 


And mount the Skies, a pure etherial Mind, 
4 
There range among the Stars, all a and un- “| 
J 


confin’d, 


: From bin aloe the Sp1peER learns to fpread | 
Her pendant Snare, and twift the flender Thread, 


Careful, the travels, till fome Place fhe finds 


It’s God and thine, O Man a 


ae 


Safe from the Rains, and fhelter’d from the Winds: ‘ 


There, with juft Skill, her future Work defigns : 
Revolves the Plan: and draws the deftin’d Lines, 
Each Part fhe labours ih repeated, Pain, » 

And often walks the Circle of her Reign ; 


Compact — 


i 


a 
s 
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Compact yet fine’ the curious Network weaves, 
And forms her dark Retreat behind the Leaves, 
On Prey intent; in Ambufcade the lies, : 


Till, ’tangl’d in her Snare, fhe rufhes on the Prize, 


The lab’ring Bez, by him intended; knows 
Where op ning Flow’rs their bilo Sweets difclofe,. 
The rifing Sunher daily Tafk renews: _ 

Wide, o’er the Plains, fhe fips the paecle Dews. 
Prom Mead to Mead fhe wanders through the Skies, 
And yellow Thyme diftends her loaded Thighs, 
Each rifi’d Flower rewards her painful Toil, 

And her full Hive receives the golden Spoil : 

On flagging Wings each Load fhe thither bears, 
And while the Summer fmiles, for Winter's Want 


prepares, 


C Nor does the An with lef fagacious Care 


Improve the bounteous Seafons of the Year, 
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Of Want afraid, for what the jiduate yields, 

. Thoughtful, fhe ranges through the diftant Fields, 
No Toil the {pares, but labours o’er the Plain, : 
And fweats beneath the Burden of a Grain. | 
Though much fhe has, fhe fearches {till for more, 
And ev’ry Day adds fomething to her Store ; 
With wholefome Food her Granaries abound, 


Nor, unprepar’d, is the by freezing Winter found. 


ee oft, O Man, by foolith Pride betray’d, 3 

Madly haft thou prefum’d, and dora faid, 

| All living Things for Thee alone were made: 

Their only End thy Pleafure to fapply, 

To live thy Slaves, or for thy Humour die? 

Whence fprings this Claim? When was this Licence 
Riv’. : | Scat 

“What Act ordains Thee Subftitute of Heav’n? — 

_ Does Pow’r confer a Right to take away 

That Being Gad beftows? 7 vi 

Se, had they Speech, perhaps jeeiulti Tyg ye ers fay. 

But 
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But thou, with Reateni might’ft, methinks, conclude, 
"That Heav’n, which is not only Great but Good, 
Has nobler Views in its extenfive Thought, 


Than juft to ferve thy Table and thy Sport. 


Alas! what’s Man, thusinfolent and Aine 
| One fingle Link of Nature’s mighty Chain. | 

, | Each hated Toad, each crawling Worm we fee, 

: Is needful to the Whole no lefs than He.— 

Like fome grand Building is the Unive aon? 

Where eity Part is ufeful in its Place ; | 

As oat the Pins, which All together hold, 

As the rich Carvings, or the glowing Gold, 


Why did’ft Thou murder yonder harmlefs Fly ?-- 
Becaufe’tis Good for Nothing, doft Thou cry. 
. The fame of Thee, tho’ now fo vain and gay, | | 
As juflly might itipetior Beings fay: 
And yet Thou liv’ft,--to form this impious Thought, 
And fet thy Maker’s Handy-work at nought. 
ees eats With 


a 
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With Wonder view thy little World around ; 
HowLife, in various Forms, doesev’ry whereabound! 
_ Earth, Water, Air, with living Creatures ftor'd, — 
Myriads of Myriads, numberlefs, afford: 3 
The rifing Hill, the long extended Plain, 
The cryftal Flood, the briny raging Main, 
The flow’ry Mead, the corn-producing Field, 
The Foreft wide, the frightful Defart wild, 
The over-hanging Rock, the Cavern deep, 
The fandy Beach, the lofty Mountain fteep, 
Swarm with Inhabitants.—In ev’ry Clime, 
In ev'ry Seafon, and at ev’ry Time, 
Each op’ning Flow’r, and ev’ry rifing Grain, | 


The Life of Thoufands does with Food fuftain. 


Calmly confider wherefore gracious Heav’n, 
To all thefe Creatures has Exiftence giv’n. 
Eternal Goodnefs certainly defign’d, 

‘That ev'ry one, sctording to its kind, 
i Should 
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Should Happinef& enjoy : -- for God, all-juft, 
Could ne’er intend his Creature to be curs’d, 
When Life he gave, he meant that Life fhould be 
A State productive of Felicity, 


And, though, to kill there may be fome Pretence, 
When raging Hunger bids, or Self-Defence : 
No Caufe befide can juftify the Deed, 
Tis Murder if not urg’d by real Need, 


If the fame Pow’r did ev'ry Being give, > 
If All for Happinefs did Life receive, 
Then ev’ry Thing has equal Right to live. 

And how dares Man, who’s but himfelf a Breath, | 
Deftroy through Wantonnefs, and {port with Death! 


Extend thy narrow Sight : confult with ALOR, 
And gladly ufe what Helps it can impart : 
Each better Glafs will larger Fields difplay, 
And give Thee Scenes of Life, unthought of, to furvey. 
| F 2 Affifted 


ed en The UNIVERSE. 
Affifted thus, what Beauty may'tt thou find, 
In thoufand Species of the Inszet Kino] 
Loft to the naked Eye, fo wond’rous fimall, 
Were Millions join’d, one * Sand would over-top | 


thern all. 


Yet 


* Thofe experience’d in Obfervations on the Infe& Part of the 
Creation, by the help of Glaffes, will not charge this with be- 
ing only a poetical Liberty, but acknowledge its real Truth : And 
though others, whofe Conceptions have never been turn’d that 
Way, may find it very difficult to apprehend any living Crea- 
ture fo extreamly minute; yet I hope the Opinion of the Learn- 
ed may clear me from any Defign of impofing on their Belief. 

Mr. Ball, ina Letter to Mr. Bradley, fays, that Water’s 
appearing Green, Red, or Black, proceedsonly from Infe&ts 
of feveral Kinds andColours, 2d part Gardening, p. 87. ** Nor 
‘¢ indeed is any Part of the Earth, or Waters ; and it may be 
¢* pure Air itfelf free from the Seeds of Life, p. 88.” But this 
may better be conceiv’d by the following Note. — . 

Mr. Bradley after having given us his Obfervations on an In- 
fect, which by Computation he found’ more than a thoufand 
times lefs than the leaft Duft of Sand vifible to the naked Eye, 
p- 62. Reflects thus, p. 63. ‘* It is wonderful to confider the 
«s feveral Parts of a Creature even fo minute as this, (forthe - 

Microfcope has difcovered much fmaller)* how fmall muft 
the Organs of its Senfes be, in proportion to it’s Body! the 
¢<- Kyes perhaps a thoufand times lefs, and the other Parts an- 
‘{werable to them: May we not then reafonably conclude, . 

that with fuch Eyes it is capable of difcerning others Bodies, 
which are as minute, and of as diftant Smallinefs to itfelf as 
the fmalleft Creature capable of our Sight is tous? But, — 
alas! how triflingan Obje@ was the Infect I have mention’d — 
in comparifon to thofe difcovered by Mr, Lewenboeck, in a 
_ quantity of Pepper Water, no bigger than a Grain of Millet,* 
in which he affirms to have feen 10,000 living Creatures; 
and fome of his Friends, at the fame time, witnels to pote 
, ? WY agit ‘© feen 


Th UNIVERSE, 39 
: ? 
Yet Each, within this little Bulk, contains 


An Heart which drives the Torrent through its Veins: | 
Mutcles to move its Limbs aright : a Brain, 

And ‘Nerves, difpos’d for Pleafure, and for Pain : 
Eyes to diftinguifh; Senfe, whereby to know, 
What’s good, or bad, is, or is not, its Foe. 

They too are pain’d with Love:—addrefs the Fair, 


_ And with their Rivals wage deftructive War. 


Asin the larger World, fome live on Prey, 
Delight in Blood, and folitary ftray : 
Others together herd, by Nature tame, 


Nor Life deftroy to feed their vital Flame, 
| Each 


feen 20,000, and others above 45,000, Creatures moving in 
that {mall Quantity of Water? Nay, they tell us, that be- 
caufe they would be within Compafs, they only related half 
«¢ the Number that they believed they had feen. | 

‘¢ Now, from the Greatne(s of the Numbers mention’d, it is 
«© inferred, thatina full Dropof Water, there will be 8,280,000 
« of thefe Animalcula, which if their Smallnefs comes. to be 
© compared, a Grain of Sand, broken into 8,000,000 Parts 
¢s would not exceed the Smallnefs of one of thefe Infects. 

“© Thefe Obfervations of Mr Lewenhoeck’s, were not only 
s¢ confirm’d by the famous Mr Hoof, but were likewife im- 
*< proved by him: He tells us, that after he had difcovered 
«6 vaft Multitudes of thofe Animalcula, deferib’d by Mr. Le- 
- 66 wenhdeck, he made ufe of other Lights and Glafles, and 
_ $ magnify’d 


¢ 


38. The UNIVERSE. 

Each Kind, by Reafon guided, finds its Food, 
Brings forth its Young, and guards the Infant Brood: 
In fhort Excurfions fhews them how to rife, ' 

To poife their Wings, and float along the Skies : 

- Before them lays the Dangers of the Plain, 

And warns them of the Winds and of the Rain; 
With Care paternal teaches them to know 
To fave themfelves, and to offend the Foe: 

Flere too, their wife CREaToR has affign’d 
A different Length of Life to every Kind: 
Thefe, breathe a longer, Thofe, a fhorter Space; 
Some very foon have run their deftin’d Race; 
‘Life, as it were, in Miniature difplay, 


Are born, grow old, and die within a Day-, 
| | And 


_magnify’d them to a very confiderable Bignefs; and that 
amoneft them he difcovered many other Sorts much fmaller 
than thofe he firft faw ; fome of which were fo very mi- 
nute that Millions of Millions of them might be contained 

¢¢ in one Drop of Water.” 

_ + The famous Mr. Ray tells Us of an Infedé#which is hatched 

and diesinone Day, and probably there are many other Kinds, 
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which as yet we know nothing of, whofe Life is of no longer 


Duration. Hence we may naturally refleét, that as we find, by 
the help of a Microfcope, that Quantity is only computed to be 
Great or Small in proportion to what Oljec?ts our Eyes are ca- 


pable 


° . 
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And yet their Time as long to them appears, 


As Ours to Us, who number threefcore Years. 


- Thefe too their VeRmin have: and 'Thofe, again,’ 


A f{maller Round of Life begin. 


But ftay ! 


O! whither would unbounded Fancy run? — 
Along a pleafant Road it urges on, 


Nor brooks the Rein. 


omer aut 


No more, my Sour! thy vain Attempt forbear, 
Silent revolve what ‘Thou canft not declare : ; 

Amaz’d, the Wonders of thy God Betiold: : 
And meditate his: Mercies manifold. Ol 


pable of feeing without the Affiftance of Glaffes ; fo the Idea of 


Time feems confined to our Underftanding by the fame Rule, . ; 


and the-Life of that Creature which lives only one Day, may be . 
of the fame Length or Duration in proportion to itfelf, as the 
Term of an hundred ‘Years is to Mankind: that is, three 
Minutes of fuch an Infeé?’s Life is equal toa Year with Us. 

«© The Term or Duration of Life; in different Creatures, 
*¢ is comparatively long or fhort, according to the Number, . 
“© Quicknefs, or Slownefs of Teas prefenting themfelves fuc- 
“© ceffively to the Mind. For, when the Ideas fucceed one 
‘¢ another fwiftly, and many of them are crowded into a nar- 
s* row Compafs, the Time, how ever fhort it may be, will 
*+ feem long, in Proportion to the Number ‘of Ideas paffing 
s¢ through 
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QO! happy. Ti ime, when fhaking off this Clay, - 


The human Soul at liberty fhall ftray 


_ Through all the Works of Nature! fhall defery 


sy hofe Objeéts which evade the mortal Eye! 


No Diftance, then, fhall ftretch, beyond its Flight, 


No Smallnefs ’{cape its penetrating Sight ; 
But, in their real Effence, fhall be fhown 


Wor tps unexplor’d, Creations yet unknown. 
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through it: onthe contrary, when the Ideas are but few, 
and follow one another very flowly, a long Time will ap- 
pear fhort, in Proportion to their flow Succeffion, and the 
Smallnefs of their Number,’ 


<6 From thefe Principles it is manifeft; that one Day may ap- 


pear as a thoufand Years, and a thoufand Years but as one 
Day: by which means, the Lives of all Creatures, may, for 
aught we know, feem to themfelves nearly of the fame Du- 
ration. It is at leaft probable, that fomething like this 
may really be the Cafe, as to the Inhabitants of this our 
Earth: For as the fame Fundtions or Offices of Life, viz. to 
beborn, feek proper Suftenance, increafein Bulk, arrive at 


‘ full Maturity, propagate the Kind, and die, are equally per- 


form’d by All: They who perform them in a few Months, 
Days, or Hours, may be fuppofed from the Number and {wift 
Succeffion of Ideas fuited to all thefe Purpofes, to live as 
long according to their own thinking, as other Creatures do, | 
where the fame T rain of Ideas proceeds more flowly and takes 
up many Years. See, Microfcope made eafy, p. 304. 
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